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If ..:. Mieii'iin visiting fnr th«· tirst time the

I ami er of Deputier expects te. find it

. ? :,; Houae of Repnsentatlves at Washing-

|i, ? be 'Its..,.led. Th» r· IK ¡Minta
ol ..: ather than of resemblsnee, and

, Vp| ,i ,,·.· ... heal of debate the spectator's
, rr. rti to th» pasl rather than to the

... m m or tn the future .\itl»..u>;h the existing
... ? ?,". ?-· Ihe en atlon of the

tltution of ?.??G? th< uli ·¦ wim h p guíate
it, procedure have been transmitted from the

,i,i: * of th Pren» h Revolution, and thi

m of conductini business bj means of com-

iv .· n · ;·.».- ?.n handed down almost without
ine meeting! of th» Stati s

»; t.. ral of th· old regimi,
li ? ?«) ih» ? hird ?: tat», b< for» .? took th·

of National Assembly, decided in resolve

itr || ¡nto "bureaux' or committees, In which
.;;mi should e ills» I1SS» '! I··

foi Ion H wes

thi .? r li< ol th and nl monan hj thai
\ V m imi -· d th» -> stem on th» ?

realed ?»- the Chart» ? ol lsl I ai d

? ¦! t ?,. i,i Ig dl) maintained.
Ion the Legislature Into commis
ki j st«>n of th» French sj st» m, and

purliain ntary procedure depends up».? it.

:..··!> of 11« putì. is dividi ·? mechan¡
i > i..· ins of an Ingenious mm hm· iti

\ ut· for ih purpose, Into eleven "bureaux'

toi.tinitlecs whl h rondisi of about thirty-
tin« a. h The lommitt» s ar» again
divld »1 into sm. committees, each with Its own

sepai.it.· 'eporter, The "bureaux" mak» a pre¬

liminar) examination of a given bill, after whl» h

each bureau nominate" one or mon of its mem-

? ra as its ?; »mmifsioners t«· suppoi : the opinion
la majorit) In the special commission com¬

posed if the eleven nominees of the eleven

bureaux, whk-li investigates the· bill m ques¬
ti*-«, li is on th.· ehe ¡sie,n of the commission
thus formed thsi the fate ,," a measun practi¬
cally ei· p nds. This method of sifting and re¬

porting mi all tl». work t»l the L<* gtslsture in
« mmlaalons accounts for the absence e.f debate
In th. Krernii Chamber on pending bills. There
Is une mimlaslon thai of 'Inltlstlve" which!
Is of »-»special Importan» ··. it lonslsts of t··. nt)
two memh .- (two nominated from each bureau)
nnd cxamini-s all bills present -d, except govern¬
ment measures, before the) are even s« m to thi

special bureaus fnr preliminar) consideration.
The «-. i··· t «it this commission is t«, save tune

and Bhelve frivolous ..t Improper bills.
Bach commission begins operations l>> choos¬

ing ? president, a secreter) and Its reporter.!
It Is an absolut» mi of French parliamentar)
? me·.lui·· that Hi·· work of a commission can
in- made known to the »Chambei nuls by its re-

I···". In the report Ihe commlsskm submits m

ihe Chamber its 1 a -111 t · conclusions on a bill

»nriden-d b) it The report is formed ,.t un

ut* tin· texl as adopted by the commission
..nl the arguments to support it. it is also cue-

ar) to numi rat» the objections of th»

minorit) :' lb« commissionerà The- repent thus

elrawn Dp i* printed and distributed to th··

Deputies at bast twenty-four boars before tin-

bill is placed <>ii the "order of th«· dey" for "ten-

eral »Use ussieiii When th. day appointed fnr

He- de-bate arriv.,.. tin- reporter mounts the
tribun·· and «peaks in defence "f the messore.

This system of ommisslons takes the place of

the part) organisations that form an essential
i« atun of parliamentary legislation In the

United States and In Kngiand. In fact, soi h

keen observera of repräsentativ» Institutions as

Mr James Bryce and Mr John Bodley both

agree that the French system «if commissions
could never exist In a Parliament where th··

part] > st.m preti alls,

ini-mai administration of the «Chaaeber, all th·»

ramlflcatkms of which ar·- centralised in th«·

ban.Is of Ihe Secretar) General. They als», ap¬

point an.I regulate th« dut'es <»t' s<»me fifty BUb-

ordinate offlclalfl attached i" the Chamber.
A4 tb·· Palaia il«.urli.·? lb.' ??. «i«li«nt .»f Ib·'

Chamber each day raakea his < ntry escorted by
a company .»f infantry detailed from the garri¬
son of l'ari«. These añidiera, with fixed i>;t>·»>-

neta, march behind him to th·· Bound "i* drum»,
tini«-· r minding tin Deputies tbat armed force ?«

presenl within the walls t.. execute discipline
in caaes <.f emergency, it is very aeldom, h«.«

ever, that militar) aid has ?«, be in» ik··.» by the

President of the Chamber. Tbe usual practice

partly élue t'> 'he effet1 eeaceat i.allir ? hará» N r,

partly te» th·· Inctstve and -.»¦-.-r'ssi v.· rhetoric
employed by Ihe Deputies. Bat ***« observen
du ne»t hesitate tn say that ii is the arehlteetare
«,f th.- Chamber whi«h is maini) responsible
f,-r the noisiest debates. Tbe arrangement, as

is pointed out hy Mr. Bodley m Ins tr.Hlis.· on

Fr» neh Parliamentary pirocedttre, resembles mit

e,r tb·· theatre e,f th.· ancient »ir··» ks. The Pi
«¡« tn and th·· orator ar·· placed nn a double
sl.ipe. one tribune betag -"uperpos'il on the

other, and facing Um s»ais «.f th·· Depal
ranged in sem* tir» ular tiers. Th. President m

»bus in 'h·· direct Une ->f flre »f the Interrup-
tiona -Ahi-h an unpopular debater pr·

«WIE FRENCH CHAMBER OF DEPUTIES.
Mam Entrance, Pacing th« yuai d'Oraay.

Wherever half a doaen Prenchmen mee-t to-

gether t«» Iransacl bualneas, nothing can ever

?«· accomplished until tin proper functionaries
are selected. The solitary chairman >>f English-
speaking assemblies would be deemed Inade-
quati The functionarlea of the Chamber of

Deputies »aus. no little surpris«· t«· American
observer« by their Importance and bj their
number. The President of th. Chamber is the
thir.l personage in the official bieran-h) of the
1·'? i" h It» pillili' Il·· receives a s.ilar«, nf

$li..<ssi. ami is lodged in the Palala Bourbon.
There an· four \i e-presldents, eight eecretarlee
;in«l three questore. Th.-8. fun. t ¡..n-irìes form a

consultative committee intrust.·.? with tin order
ami l'oli« ··' >.f th· Chamber during th·· session
ami a«t in ns name should occasion aiis·· during
¡i recesa. The) have exclusive control of th··

in moments of disorder is for th» presiding ofll·
cer simply t«> put <m hif· hat and declare the
sitting suspended. It should ahm be remesniliered
'hat the presence e,f the military guard at tin-
l'alai« Bourbon was primari!) Intended not f»»r

keeping order within tin House, but to preveo!
tie- Invsslon e.f the Legis'-store by the Psrisisn
mob.
Another feature nf the French »Chamber which

surprises sn American visitor la its tlreek archi¬
tecture, which certainly does not favor a re¬

spectful aiiituele- of the members toward their
President A storm) sitting «t th>- French
Chamber aptly recalls th»· tirring description »»f

the "séance d'Invalidation" In Alphe ?«, Daudet'«
'Nabal·.'' ami the scene presented by Sardou

in th·· las: ad of "Robespierre" i> by no means

an exaggeration. Tin.-· storm) sittings are

INTERIOR ?? VUE FRENXH CHAM DER Ob' DEPUTIES.

Mor«·.«?«t. the position «>f tbe orator, faci t.«

face with bla critica, aggravates th» temptatloa
t.» interrupt. Th·- Bccue presented t.· th. «pec-
tator in th·· galler) is that of t»»·· men the

President and the orator al i.a> with an angry
punii, in front of them, ...inali» tms.::«· t· l»th

gometimes it seems as ¡f th.· tribune aervei u

a sort of pttlory.such was th»· ... for in¬

stan«··, wh.-ri If. Walcl-.-k-Koiiss.-au read fr»»m
the tribune his minist.rial declaration duri-f
the tempestuoufl sittlag on lune '-«'> whei the
Prime Minist.r stoini feu tiv<- rniriuii-s facing
th«· seething Deputies ami receiving floods of

Invective without being able t" make himself
heard in reply.
The suppression "f th« tribune for the orator

is frequently suggested b) th·· French news-

papera after an unuauall) atormj sm

whenevei th« rebuilding of the Palais Itourbon
is dim UBsed Th« tribune noa in urn ii that
made for the «'..timil of Five Hun:
»»as dispersed b) Bonaparte and his grei
at Bt. Cloud .? November '.·. ITSHJ ?. ? ?.?-

poleon suppressed the tribune In Is»- and dur¬
ing the period In »»!·;· li the proceeding*·
Corp« [législatif were not inadi publli th« mem¬

bers spoke fioiri their places as is th«
in the t't.ii.· Btate« and Kngland. Th» u

»» lii» h Napoleon au»- d tn be broki ? t·· ? .· «ß in

1852, was repaired, and in 1S,;7 »vas rei
the < 'hamlier as a si-,-? of the a ? · ·

eral regime. Il has remained sine· IW!" in its

ja« lent p.siti..n. Th« m.-iiks nf th« repa
stili vlatbie.
The most forinldabli offensiv· aeai used In

the Prench Chamber la Ibi Ini
The nn« rpellatlon, in it-· pn s<

outcome of the Third Kepubll ? : lunded
upon M tus toil.ii responsi bi lit) It
t.. perfection In the «lays of Uam
when Clemenceau wa« the iblei -. r of
Mini-trie*. Written notice :' nteri .ation

must be given beforehand Th« CI thea
turned ini«, a -..? of irresponslbl« ti inai in

which the Interpellating memi* r

?ui.ii« prosecutor, and the Minister« assume tbt

positions suggestive <«f ¡.risomi- charged ·' '·*

some criminal off« n>

No a« count of the Pn m h Chan f Dep¬
th» would l» satlafacior) without nienttse "f

the m··· halli· al otiti i«.in. e for · -' ·*·>

vatiotis committee« which ar« th« f« indatlon ol

all Prench Parliamentary work. Th re ar· at

present SKI Deputies; RK1 small Ivor; balls an

made, each bearing Ihe narni of a Deputy. *

it.,· table is provided with elevi ? h< ?

which correspond t·· tbe ek ven ?

which hold exact!) tb. same number of l\ rj
balls as th. re ar.· in.ml«« tttAl-
tee Th· flat table is then cov« red, and tar
an IngeniouB mechanism th. ball
roll Into the pocket, at haxard PI -t_de ?

opened; the pockets ar. examined, and th*
commltteea ar.· thus officially and m« .·

constituted. In this wa) th« commltteee BW

formed pure!) l«y chance, an.l without th« :I'"

flueucc et r-"r~"-f- or ?? any politi» a' party«
Ci-·*


